Team, 
For me, every season ends with mixed feelings. Our tired legs and tired minds need the break that the end of the season brings, but we also know that we’ll never be in this same place with these same people and same shared experiences again. This is the reason that we must take advantage of every opportunity to work hard, to be successful, and to do our best, because you never know how many chances you have left.  
We started the season out with hard work, lots of running, and not a lot of fun. Someone smart once said, “Nothing worthwhile comes without sacrifice,” and most of you were able to see by midseason that our pre-season and early season work was worthwhile. I cannot encourage you enough to continue your hard work throughout the offseason in one way or another, in order to be even more successful next year. Whether it is by running and staying in shape, eating healthy, or playing soccer in the Fall and Summer, you need to do as much as possible to come into next season ready to play. 

One of our goals was to have our win total be equal to or greater than our total losses. We actually failed to reach that goal, with a final record of 5-7-6. This happened for a multitude of reasons, however, and I don’t feel like our season was a failure at all. We were hit hard by the injury bug this year, missed out on playing our last two games of the season, and seemed to have a different lineup every night due to a handful of health and personal issues. We dealt with inexperience along the way, but the mistakes we made were mistakes to learn from, not to dwell on, and the players at practice and on the field consistently worked hard and did their best. 
Regardless of our overall record, I believe we had a great season. We beat and tied some quality teams, including an exciting win over West Plains when Marie Maize scored two goals in a comeback effort, and a well earned tie with Kickapoo when Alex Shupert scored from thirty yards out and our defense worked hard to keep us in the game. Maddie George and Emily Courtney have held down the fort in front of the net this year, and our defense composed of Anna Bingham, Carsen Miller, Marissa Deffenbaugh, Marisa Catt, and Sydnie Pilkinton have defended our goal well all season. Marie Maize and Amanda Leckrone consistently dominated the midfield for our team, while Mary Langebartel and Alex Shupert were our leading scorers. There are too many important people to even name, but the important thing is this: everyone worked hard, and everyone contributed. Our season was a team effort.
I want to encourage every single one of you to come back and play Parkview soccer again next year. Raise your expectations for yourself and your team. Hard work, effort, and determination are not natural individual traits, nor are they easy to come by, but with them come consistent improvement, success, and an attitude that will take you a long way in life. There is nothing wrong with setting individual goals: Bench players, make a goal to increase your playtime or become starters. Starters, make a goal to be Varsity players. But beyond all individual goals should come our common team goals: Work hard on and off the field. Do whatever it is you do with focus and intensity. And be proud of what you do, what you work for, and what you accomplish.
If there is anything I’d hope you could take away from this season, it would be our shared experiences and quality team efforts. My parting words are only this: You should be proud of what you accomplished this season. You work, your effort, and your success can only be attributed to yourself and your teammates. No one can give that to you, and no one can take it from you. In soccer, in school, and in life, you will continue to make mistakes. Do not dwell on these mistakes, and do not let them eat you up. Learn from them. If you continue to work hard and stay positive, then you will be a success in whatever you do. I’m paraphrasing Donald Miller here: It isn’t necessary to win for a story to be great, it’s only necessary to sacrifice everything. 
Thanks for all your hard work this year, and good luck in the future. Keep making mistakes, and keep learning from them. And don’t forget to throw a helicopter once in a while. 
